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Dear Ms. Strom Hiorns,

The National Waste & Recycling Association represents private solid waste companies offering waste
collection, recycling and landfill disposal services to communities, local governments, commercial,
industrial, and residential customers throughout Wisconsin and in all 50 states. The Wisconsin
Chapter of NWRA submits the following comments for the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (WI DNR) Economic Impact Assessment (EIA) regarding: “Revisions to NR 500, 502, 542,
and 544 of Wis. Adm. Code relating to statewide materials recycling and effective recycling and
effective recycling programs”.

Our specific concerns are as follows:

Financial Responsibility (FR) for Material Recovery Facilities (MRF): We are very concerned with
MRF’s being required to set aside funds for a future disaster or abandonment scenario in which the
state may have a potential financial burden. This language is very vague and provides no criteria or
methodology basis to utilize in determining the financial responsibility for any facility. This isin
direct contrast to the Financial Assurance requirements of landfills which provides a set of criteria
and guard rails utilized to calculate each facilities’ financial assurance requirements.

Earlier this year revisions were made to the proposed rule exempting < 5,000 TPY facilities from the
financial responsibility requirement. This does not make sense as these facilities are least likely to
bear the costs of cleaning up a burned or otherwise destroyed MRFs. Larger MRFs, (> 5,000 TPY) are
generally large companies that are, in essence, “self- insured.” They are financially capable of
managing the cost of a major catastrophe impacting their business. Exempting small, independent
or government owned facilities most likely increases financial risk for the state.

In fact, we have major concerns with implementation of a financial responsibility requirement for
MRFs of any size. Doing so creates an unnecessary and burdensome increased insurance risk,
resulting in increased premiums or becoming a barrier to attaining insurance coverage at all.
Thank you,

David Pellitteri

Chairman-National Waste & Recycling Association-WI Chapter



