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Good afternoon, Chairman Carpenter and members of the Committee.  It is a pleasure to be with you today, and I thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 150.

My name is Joe Rohling, and I am the Manager for Respiratory Therapy Services at Saint Clare’s Hospital in Weston which is part of the Ministry Health Care system.  

In my daily role as a Respiratory Therapy Manager, my duties not only include management but also direct patient care.   My career spans over 26 years which started right here in Madison at the University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics.   Over this time I have seen firsthand the deadly effects caused by smoking, including its effects on nonsmokers.   Disease from smoking is insidious as it sneaks up on a person.  The damage is not detected until it is too late.  Over 53,000 people die per year from second-hand smoke.  This is like having 176 jumbo jets with 300 passengers crash each year.  It’s time for Wisconsin to adopt statewide smoke-free legislation.  
In my profession, we witness the ill effects of cigarettes on those who chose to smoke and those who are exposed involuntarily.  While people don’t choose to become sick, they do choose to smoke.  And when they smoke, they cost all of us in healthcare dollars.     

According to Ministry Health Care OB-Gyn Dr. Dorothy Skye, “For my pregnant patients who smoked there were sometimes very negative outcomes for the baby, including low birth weight and even fetal death.  My pediatric colleagues verify that children who survive the toxic effects of tobacco during pregnancy, but are exposed to second hand smoke after birth, are at greater risk of sudden infant death, ear and lung infections and asthma.”  
According to the Burden of Tobacco report, in Marathon County, where my hospital is located, health care costs attributed to smoking were a stunning $50.5 million in 2003.  In response, two years ago (July 20, 2005), restaurants in Wausau went smoke-free, after a public advisory referendum favored this approach.  Now, we are working to create additional smoke-free environments in Marathon County.  However, the county-by-county, municipality-by-municipality approach is only a patchwork, and the most favorable health outcomes will occur after a statewide smoke-free plan is adopted.

Recently, Mary Krueger, the President of Saint Clare’s Hospital, wrote a letter that included a powerful statement.   Prior to her administrative career, Ms. Krueger was a longtime oncology nurse, where she painfully witnessed the deaths of non-smokers due to smoking related-illnesses.  As she wrote, “Smoking is as bad as someone poking you in the eye, only worse.  People survive being accidentally poked in the eye.  People inevitably suffer and die from smoking.  Last year, one state resident died from eating E. coli-infected spinach. In response, the government banned spinach until assurances could be made that this vegetable supply was safe.  However, thousands of people died in Wisconsin last year from smoking-related illnesses - more than from traffic accidents - yet there is no statewide ban on smoking (in public places).  The time has come.  No more patchwork quilt of local ordinances that confuse the question of whether smoking in public is OK.  Let's get it done before one more Wisconsin person has to die from smoking-related illness.”  
I would like to end with a quote from Dr. C. Everett Koop, former Surgeon General, who said, “The right of the smoker to smoke ends when their behavior affects the health and well-being of others: furthermore it is the smokers’ responsibility to ensure that they do not expose nonsmokers to the harmful effects of tobacco smoke.”

On behalf of Ministry Health Care, I am pleased to provide these comments in support of SB 150.  Senators, I thank you for your consideration of this legislation, which gives you an opportunity to save and improve lives and to reduce health care expenses.  I urge you to vote yes.  At this time, I would be pleased to answer any questions you might have.  Thank you.
*The following hospitals are included in the Ministry Health Care system:

Saint Joseph’s (Marshfield)

Saint Michael’s (Stevens Point)

Saint Clare’s (Weston)

Our Lady of Victory (Stanley)

Door County Memorial (Sturgeon Bay)

Good Samaritan (Merrill)

Sacred Heart (Tomahawk)

Saint Mary’s (Rhinelander)

Howard Young (Woodruff)
Eagle River Memorial (Eagle River)

Flambeau (Park Falls) In partnership with Marshfield Clinic 

Saint Elizabeth’s Medical Center (Wabasha, MN)

Affinity Health System:  
Saint Elizabeth’s (Appleton)





Mercy Medical Center (Oshkosh)





Calumet Medical Center (Chilton)
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