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Wisconsin Legislators Should Say “NO” to Real ID

Controversial Federal ID Program Costs Too Much For 

States’ Budgets and Innocent Individuals’ Rights
MADISON – Today, the American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin encouraged all Wisconsin legislators to say no to an expensive, pointless, and overly invasive federal mandate, Real ID. 
President Bush signed the REAL ID Act of 2005 into law on May 11, 2005.  The Act forces state Departments of Transportation to follow onerous and very specific requirements that have the effect of turning everyone’s driver’s license into a national identity card.  

On Thursday, the Senate Finance Committee adopted the Senate Democrats’ version of an emergency budget repair bill.  The Senate Democrats’ plan transfers nearly $22,000,000 appropriated to implement Real ID to the general fund in order to decrease the state budget deficit.  Any implementation costs for Real ID during the 2007-09 biennium would come from the base resources for the Division of Motor Vehicles. The federal government has granted the Wisconsin Department of Transportation an extension to comply with Real ID until December 31, 2009.
“The ACLU of Wisconsin applauds any move away from the federal Real ID program,” said Chris Ahmuty, executive director of the ACLU of Wisconsin. “However, we believe the Legislature should reject the program outright.” 

“Experience shows that such programs can not prevent terrorists from obtaining fake ID cards, but they do compromise the privacy rights of innocent citizens and immigrants,” Ahmuty continued. 
“The State of Wisconsin has a dismal record of accidentally disclosing thousands of residents’ Social Security numbers.  ACLU worries about a program like Real ID that will increase the threat of identity theft, enable the routine tracking of individuals, and propel us toward a surveillance society,” added Stacy Harbaugh of the ACLU of Wisconsin’s Madison office.  
“If Wisconsin legislators say no to Real ID, Wisconsin will join a growing number of states that reject this Bush administration boondoggle.  We urge them to act,” Harbaugh concluded. 
For a map of which states have taken a stand against Real ID, visit the In The States page of the realnightmare.org website: http://realnightmare.org/news/105/. 
The ACLU of Wisconsin defends the civil liberties and civil rights of all Wisconsin residents. There are nearly 9,000 members of the ACLU in Wisconsin.  For more  information, visit http://www.aclu-wi.org. 

- 30 -
