February 6, 2009
Representative Leon Young

Room 11 North
State Capitol
P.O. Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708
RE:  AB-22

Dear Representative Young:

Every citizen in this state deserves a safe place to call home.  I’m certain you would agree with that statement.  Unfortunately, AB-22 introduced by Rep. Marlin Schneider would make it a felony for a landlord to use all available resources to check the criminal background of prospective tenants.  This proposal will put residents in physical danger and landlords across the state in financial danger.

The WI Housing Alliance is the trade association that represents 54,681 manufactured home community rental sites in this state.  The owners and residents of these land-lease communities take pride in their communities and strive to make them safe and affordable. 

If housing providers are not allowed to use the CCAP database to screen tenant’s criminal background, many detrimental outcomes will happen.  Below is just a sample:

                     Drug dealers and other less than desirable criminals will be living next door to vulnerable young children and their parents will be unaware of the danger living next door.  This would happen in spite of other state policies intended to protect children.

                     Under current law, community owners can have their property seized if drug or gang activity is occurring in the rental unit yet this bill prohibits landlords from denying tenancy to drug dealers.

                     Poor risk applicants who have been previously evicted for non-payment of rent, destruction of property or disorderly conduct cannot be turned away.

                     Law breakers will be given the same anti-discrimination protections as other legitimately protected classes of individuals, thus causing a new protected class – CRIMINALS.

The Wisconsin Housing Alliance is asking you not to support AB-22 as this is a very detrimental and potentially dangerous bill for landlords and tenants.

Sincerely,

Amy Bliss

Deputy Director
