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26 Peer-reviewed papers on phosphorus fertilizer and runoff into surface water bodies.

Prepared by Jerry Spetzman Minnesota Department of Agriculture, http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/doclake/fert/research.htm
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Support SB 5, The Clean Lakes Bill 


Before the Senate Committee on Natural Resources, 02/11/09


By Jim Connors, Volunteer Lobbyist, Sierra Club- John Muir Chapter 





Thank you for holding this hearing on the Clean Lakes Bill (SB 5) and for accepting comments on behalf of our 15,000 Sierra Club members in Wisconsin.  The Sierra Club urges you to support this common sense legislation.  





The Sierra Club believes that the Clean Lakes bill (SB 5) to restrict phosphorus in lawn fertilizer is needed to help reduce runoff that contributes to nutrient pollution in Wisconsin’s aquatic habitats.  Twenty six peer-reviewed research papers published since 1975 support the idea that overuse of phosphorus lawn fertilizer is linked with decreased water quality.  Excess phosphorus contributes to algal blooms and eutrophication that seriously threaten Wisconsin’s $2.75 billion dollar per year sport fishing industry and our $13 billion dollar per year tourism industry.  





SB 5 allows for reasonable exceptions.  Namely, phosphorus fertilizer is allowed for establishing new turf and for areas found to be deficient in this essential plant macro-mineral following a soil test.  In Wisconsin, the average residential lawn is rarely lacking in phosphorus, with an average of 105 parts per million, or five times the phosphorus needed to support healthy turf.  SB 5 also bans the spreading of fertilizer, manure or sludge on frozen ground or impervious surfaces, practices that obviously contribute to runoff.  





This bill is modeled after Dane County’s existing ordinance that restricts phosphorus lawn fertilizer.  An analysis of Minnesota’s phosphorus restriction law, passed in 2002, found that this law has effectively reduced the over-use of phosphorus lawn fertilizers.  It also found that phosphorus-free lawn fertilizers are readily available at no additional cost to consumers.  





A recent editorial in the Wisconsin State Journal referenced past efforts by Rep. Spencer Black and former State Senator Midge Miller to restrict phosphorus in detergents.  This reminded me how this successful policy prompted industry to produce products that were more environmentally-friendly while being just as effective at meeting consumer needs.  The editorial also points out that we still have work to do to finish the job of cleaning up our lakes.  Sierra Club concludes that we will get one step closer to this goal by passing the Clean Lakes bill.  We urge you to adopt SB 5 as soon as possible without weakening amendments.













