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Support SB 185/ AB 256, Uniform Wind Siting Standards
Before the Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilitg®rgy, and Rail and
the Assembly Committee on Energy and Utilities

By Jim Connors, Volunteer Lobbyist, Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter
05/12/2009, 11:00 am, 411 South, State Capitol

Thank you for accepting comments today on behalf of the 15,06t eane of the Sierra Club- John Muir Chapter in
Wisconsin. The Sierra Club urges you to vote for SB 188@ming the development of science-based, uniform wind
siting standards. SB 185 calls for the creation of &atewide standards for the development of clean, edsiewind
energy in our state.

Reducing the threat of global warming to our environment aodosgy is the number one priority issue of the John Muir
Chapter. In order to reduce global warming, we must etisconsin’s over-reliance on fossil fuels such as edath
emits millions of tons of greenhouse gases into our atneospeach year. Investing in renewables, including wiral;,so
biomass and geothermal energy, and expanding energy effiegiedayonservation programs, are integral to effectively
addressing this problem.

As a member of the Governor’s Global Warming Task Faveeare now working hard to implement the
recommendations released last year, including wind siéifogm (pg 107). Wind siting standards are criticallydeekin
Wisconsin in order to fairly resolve impasses that areeotly stalling the development of over 600 MW of wind power
operating capacity. These include small, distributed wmder projects that help small farmers to remain om thed
during these challenging economic times.

Failing to develop wind siting standards is an option tratldvnotbenefit the state of Wisconsin. The federal
government, with its commitment to addressing global warmimag, lme in a position to develop policies that supercede
the authority of state and local governments that lacletterseewable energy standards. The lack of uniform wimdysit
regulation will also force WI utilities to import renaie energy from out of state to meet current and enhanced
Renewable Portfolio Standards. This will mean mmedmission lines and less green, family supporting jabs f
Wisconsin workers.

No energy source comes without drawbacks, but we feelntipaicis of the responsible development of wind energy are
far less than the massive negative impacts of global iwgrpollution. The Sierra Club further believes thaepatl
negative impacts to wildlife of wind energy systems casutestantially mitigated through careful siting, coopersand
communication between developers and stakeholders, and tberaosdern technology.

As a grassroots organization, the John Muir Chaptee#spt to see that this bill will allow local unitsgolvernment to
review wind energy projects (under 100 MW). Uniform statewtdedards that will be developed as a result of the
passage of SB 185 will address issues of concern todooahunities, including visual appearance, setback disance
decibel levels, and interference with radio, televisiod telephone signals. The John Muir Chapter is also reddsu

see that SB 185 includes opportunities for stakeholdertadgrinput on uniform statewide wind energy standards, and
mechanisms for appeals are available.

In summary, we hope you will support this common sensdagigis, which will allow Wisconsin to start down the path
towards a renewable energy future.



