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ACLU URGES WISCONSIN SENATE TO REJECT HASTY MOVE TO REPEAL NEW ATTEMPT TO GIVE POLICE A TOOL TO FIGHT BIAS
MILWAUKEE -- Today, Christopher Ahmuty, Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin issued the following statement in response to a move to bring to the floor a bill Wednesday to repeal Wisconsin's new traffic stop data collection system.  The bill, Senate Bill 15 is designed to aid police managers seeking to identify possible racial profiling.  Ahmuty's statement may be quoted as follows: 

The American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin is dismayed legislators are seeking to repeal a new tool for police managers seeking to identify and address possible racial profiling in officer initiated traffic stops.  
On January 1, 2011 most law enforcement agencies across Wisconsin began collecting data from traffic stops and searches which includes the actual or perceived race or ethnicity of the motorists they stop.  The intention of the new traffic stop data collection system is to make it possible determine if a law enforcement agency or one of its units is disproportionately stopping minority motorists.  If so, the agencies' leaders would be able to investigate and determine the degree to which the disparity may be the result of biased policing.  
At the public hearing on the bill to repeal traffic stop data collection, it was clear there was a lot of confusion about the new system.  The ACLU of Wisconsin testified at the bill's public hearing on February 16, 2011 urging legislators to address problems with implementation rather than denying that biased policing can happen here.   Very small agencies may not have the computer capacity to automatically load most of the data requested at the time of a traffic stop -- however -- that is no reason to scuttle a useful and manageable way to address a real problem for law enforcement all across our state.  

To give up on a data collection system, that like most other data systems, is bound to have glitches during startup, suggests that opponents of data collection do not take bias in policing seriously.  Wisconsin residents from across Wisconsin during a series of listening sessions in late 2009 told of their well-founded concerns.  Wisconsin law enforcement officials, community leaders, and national experts were involved in the development of the new system for the Wisconsin Office of Justice Assistance.  If the Senate votes to repeal traffic stop data collection, it will send the wrong message.  Rather than being problem solvers, they will be moving against the mainstream of law enforcement professionals nationwide who are committed to eliminating bias in policing. 
The ACLU of Wisconsin has approximately 6,500 members who support its efforts to defend the civil liberties and civil rights of all Wisconsin residents.   For more on the work of the ACLU of Wisconsin, visit our webpage. You can also get news and opinion on civil liberties in Wisconsin on our Cap City Liberty blog. Find us on Facebook and Twitter at ACLUMadison and ACLUofWisconsin.
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