Disability Rights Wisconsin Position on AB 396: Neutral

[bookmark: _GoBack]People with disabilities living in facilities vote at rates that are significantly lower than the general voting population. The presence of special voting deputies may have a positive effect on the number of voters who live in these facilities who vote by providing more individual assistance and awareness of the opportunity to vote. However, Disability Rights Wisconsin is concerned that the implementation of the bill could complicate the process for a voter as it creates inconsistent voting options from election to election. The bill requires special voting deputies to be dispatched only if there are at least five registered electors. As the number and voter status of residents of a particular facility may change throughout a year so may the requirement to send an SVD for an election. This may be confusing for voters with disabilities from election to election. We recommend that the Government Accountability Board provide guidance to ensure that facilities and municipalities clearly understand their responsibilities to ensure that people with disabilities who want to vote have adequate access to the ballot. GAB should guide the process and monitor how many facilities are being visited and municipalities should provide this report to the GAB. 

