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WLWCA Testimony to the Senate Committee on
 Government Operations, Public Works, and Telecommunications
 in Support of Senate Bill 547 – February 6, 2014

I am Jim VandenBrook, Executive Director for the Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association and I represent County Land Conservation Committees and Departments.   Our association and its members have a 60-year history working collaboratively and almost always voluntarily with farmers and other landowners to conserve soil and water resources and to reduce phosphorus runoff. This bill recognizes, as do we, that it will take whole communities in a watershed, urban dwellers and rural landowners working together, to clean up Wisconsin’s waters.  While our association generally supports AB 680, we have identified an important oversight that we hope can be remedied by the language we suggest today.  We urge you to vote for the bill as amended with the attached proposal.

We recognize the long-standing investments that municipal waste water treatment facilities and other permittees have made to reduce phosphorus discharges. Assembly Bill 680 allows permittees the option of seeking phosphorus reductions from non-point sources in their basin, essentially working together with farmers and others to jointly reduce phosphorus runoff, often at far less cost than adding new technology to reduce phosphorus discharges from the facility. Funding to counties makes sense.  The state has developed and supported programmatically the expertise of county land conversation departments to work on precisely the conservation practices needed to reduce polluted run-off.    As a reminder, the counties must follow state conservation standards and show their progress in meeting phosphorus reductions through annual reporting as a provision of this bill.

Accountability for the funds given to counties and for the phosphorus reductions they help landowners achieve is good policy.  But here is the point of concern: while counties must follow state standards and annually report progress, the bill does not require that same accountability for the two other non-county options as set forth under what would be sec. 283.16 (6) (b) 2. and 3. at page 12 of the bill.  Further, those options do not include any requirement to coordinate the proposed phosphorus reduction efforts with county programming. This will lead to confusion and harm relationships with the farming community. These omissions must be addressed for full county support of this proposal.   

We have attached language which if added to the bill would only strengthen the proposal and provide for the accountability and coordination that Wisconsin citizens expect of public policy. We also include the most recent Wisconsin Land and Water Annual Progress report from DATCP and DNR showing county commitment to water resource protection.
 
The Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association is committed to working with DNR, DATCP, municipalities, other permit holders, and landowners to make the clean up of watersheds a reasonable, efficient, and cost-effective option for all.  Mr. Chairman and Committee members, thank you for your time today and I would be happy to take any questions.




Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association

Proposed amendment to SB 547 to ensure accountability and coordination



At page 12, after line 12, insert the following:

	(c)  Before approving an agreement under par. (b) 2. or 3., the department shall provide a copy of the proposed agreement to each county in which sources affected by the phosphorus reduction plan are located, and shall consult with that  county on the proposed approval.  A plan approved under par. (b) 2. or 3. does not exempt any nonpoint source from applicable nonpoint pollution control standards or practices promulgated under s. 281.16, or from applicable state or local conservation requirements promulgated under ch. 92, Stats.  






image1.png




