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The most recent debate over whether electronic smoking devices (e-cigarettes) should be used in public is an important one.  While the proponents make the case that some people have quit smoking with their use, it misses the key point of this debate: is it good for the general public’s health? For an individual, using an e-cigarette might be better for them than smoking a regular cigarette.  But with over 250 unregulated companies producing smoke juice and cartridges, there is no way of knowing the safety level of all these products, for either user or bystander.  

The bill is simply not needed.  Wisconsin’s smoke-free law already does not include e-cigarettes so the bill does not change anything, at least from a legal standpoint.  Business owners will still be able to decide whether or not to allow e-cigarette use in their establishments and users will have to abide by the individual policy.  What it does do, however, is create confusion while giving e-cigarettes an “endorsement” by the state of Wisconsin. 

It also appears that this legislation is an attempt to take a step back in history and once again normalize smoking in public.  This would have a huge impact on all of the progress we’ve made to date to reduce youth tobacco use.  We know that kids mimic adult behavior; e-cigarette use is no exception.  A recent study found kids who smoke e-cigarettes are more likely to also smoke regular tobacco. Flavors like gummi bear, cherry crush and bubble gum also reveal the real targets of e-cigarette marketing: our kids. 

Finally, the hard fact remains that the vast majority of e-cigarettes contain nicotine, a drug more addictive than heroin.  Addiction medicine physicians will tell you that keeping nicotine out of a developing brain is key to reducing the chances of a lifelong addiction. 

When it comes to e-cigarettes, there are still too many unknowns.  But one thing is known – clean air is better than either smoke or vapor-filled air.  Until there is more definitive science on e-cigarettes we urge you to oppose SB 440/AB 762.

Questions?  Please contact Dona Wininsky, 262-703-4840; dona.wininsky@lung.org
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