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      TO:	Senator Devin LeMahieu

FROM:	Kim Wadas, Wisconsin Catholic Conference
	Michael Blumenfeld, Wisconsin Jewish Conference
	Julaine Appling, Wisconsin Family Action
	Scott Anderson, Wisconsin Council of Churches

 DATE:	February 1, 2016

       RE:	Senate Bill 302/Assembly Bill 410, Cemetery Modernization Act

We greatly appreciate your efforts to address the concerns we have raised regarding the effect Senate Bill 302 and Assembly Bill 410 will have on religious cemeteries.  Throughout this process we have noted how these bills, known as the Cemetery Modernization Act, will negatively impact non-profit religious cemeteries, which operate as a pastoral activity designed to serve members of the faith.  You and your staff have been extremely helpful in clarifying the bill’s effect on these ministries and have worked diligently with religious advocates to address our concerns.  For that we are extremely grateful.   

While the proposed amendment language further clarifies the bills’ language as regards the platting of newly-acquired land by a religious association, questions remain as to how existing lands would be treated.  The language does not clarify how land that is not currently designated for use as burial land, but is owned by a religious organization, will be utilized.  This lack of clarity continues to concern religious advocates. 

To avoid ambiguity, we ask that you again consider restoring religious cemetery exemptions.  Religious cemeteries have operated under current law for centuries.  With the aid of both paid staff and volunteers, religious cemeteries remain committed to serving those within their communities, often with limited resources.  However, even under the amendment’s language, these cemeteries would be required to expend further funds and effort to comply with the law.  As non-profit endeavors, religious cemeteries cannot hazard the potential restrictions this language could place on both their budgets and ministry. 

Restoring religious cemetery exemptions would recognize the unique service religious cemeteries provide to their faith communities and to the community at large.  We urge you to please introduce an amendment restoring the exemptions for religious cemeteries.  

Please do not hesitate to contact any of us with any questions you may have: 

· Kim Wadas, 608-257-0004
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Michael Blumenfeld, 608-257-1888
· Julaine Appling, 608-268-5074
· Scott Anderson, 608-837-3108
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