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February 20, 2022
As the federally mandated Protection and Advocacy system for our state, Disability
Rights Wisconsin (DRW) is charged with protecting the voting rights of people with
disabilities and mandated to help “ensure the full participation in the electoral process
for individuals with disabilities, including registering to vote, casting a vote, and
accessing polling places.” (Help America Vote Act, 42 U.S.C. § 15461 (2002)). DRW
staffs a Voter Hotline and assists voters with disabilities and older adults, family
members, service providers, and others. In coordination with the Wisconsin Disability
Vote Coalition, we provide training and education to voters with disabilities, their
families, and service providers. The hotline and trainings provide us with a frontline
understanding of the barriers experienced by many voters with disabilities.
Voters with Disabilities
A significant number of Wisconsin voters have a disability. The CDC indicates that 26%
(1 in 4) of adults have some type of disability. According to the American Association of
People with Disabilities (AAPD), approximately 23% of the electorate in November
election were people with disabilities. Many older adults have disabilities acquired
through aging, although they may not formally identify as a person with a disability.
Historically voters with disabilities are underrepresented at the ballot box. Many
experience barriers to voting including the following:
• Polling place and voting documents are not always accessible.
• High percentage are non drivers and lack access to transportation, especially
accessible transportation
• Lack of photo ID and difficulty obtaining it because they don’t have transportation to
get to DMV, and DMV hours are very limited
• Limited information about their voting rights including disability related
accommodations.
• Legally required accommodations such as curbside voting and ballot assistance are
not uniformly available; some voters experience discrimination and denial of
accommodations.
• Lack of access to the internet and/or devices that connect to the internet, and to
equipment to copy photo ID.
• May live in a group home or place with many other people where ability to
independently leave, get information, or get online is limited or restricted.
Federal Law and Voting Rights
As referenced in this testimony. the US Department of Justice and other federal
agencies issue guidance to protect the fundamental right to voting for all Americans,
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including specifically addressing the rights of voters with disabilities to have equitable
access to the ballot. These rights are protected by federal laws including the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Voting Rights Act (VRA), the Help American Vote Act
(HAVA), and other civil rights law. It is important that that these bills align with the
protections for people with disabilities provided by federal law as summarized in the
linked document.

AB-1005 Voter Registration List Information Only
Based on DRW’s review of the bill, we are very concerned about some provisions in this
bill related to maintenance of voter registration lists. We also noted some provision
that would be helpful for others with disabilities. For that reason, our comments are for
Information Only. The following provisions in the bill merit comment because of their
impact on voters with disabilities.
•

Changes in status for Voters Who Move. The bill would require that people who
move within a municipality be marked ineligible to vote. Clerks would no longer be
allowed to send the voter a confirmation notice, and update the information without
requiring the voter to re-register.
Concern: Many people with disabilities experience housing insecurity and may
move often. The current process initiated by the clerk provides a reasonable way
for local election officials to maintain current registration information without
requiring community members to re-register.

•

The bills would require that information received from ERIC be considered
reliable for purposes of changing voter status to ineligible. .
Concerns: The accuracy of ERIC data has been the subject of litigation, because of
proven error rates in the range of 5 – 10 percent. In addition, ERIC relies in part
on DMV data. In most states, the DMV has a role in assisting with voter
registration, as required by the NVRA. This is not the case in Wisconsin, so DMV
data is not as reliable a source as it may be in other states

•

Lines at Polling Places.
This bill would require chief inspectors to report and document each occurrence of
voters waiting in line for at least one hour before voting. It would require that
municipalities who report this take all necessary steps, including establishing
additional polling places, to ensure that voters do not wait in line for an hour or
more at future elections.
Long lines at the polling place are especially problematic for some voters with
disabilities and older adults who are not able to wait in line for a long time. We
support provisions in SB-934 to address this barrier.
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Recommendation: An additional recommendation regarding long lines would be
enforcing the Wisconsin law which requires that curbside voting be available for
voters who because of disability are not able to enter the polling place. This
accommodation is not consistently available, and we have received multiple reports
of voters who have been denied this accommodation and are not able to wait in line.
We ask policy makers to also take steps to ensure access to curbside voting.
•

Clerk Training. The bill would create additional training requirements for
municipal clerks including and requiring a clerk to complete at least three hours of
training prior to conducting an election for the first time. We support this provision
to address adequate training for clerks. Such training provides important
information about voting rights, including the rights of voters with disabilities to
have equitable access to voting, and disability related accommodations required by
state and federal law.

DRW welcomes the opportunity to work with policy makers to ensure that every eligible
disabled voter has the opportunity to register to vote and cast a ballot, no matter where
they live or how they vote. We are committed to ensuring that that Wisconsin elections
are accessible and inclusive, and protect the rights of Wisconsinites with disabilities and
older adults.
•

For additional information or questions, please contact Barbara Beckert at
barbara.beckert@drwi.org or 414-292-2724.

Disability Rights Wisconsin is the federally mandated Protection and Advocacy system
for the State of Wisconsin, charged with protecting the rights of individuals with
disabilities and keeping them free from abuse and neglect.
DRW is charged with protecting the voting rights of people with disabilities and
mandated to help ensure the full participation in the electoral process for individuals
with disabilities. DRW staffs a Voter Hotline and assists voters with disabilities and older
adults, family members, service providers, and others.
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